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Heretofore, 28 ministries have been involved in the national qualification 
policy in Korea. Due to the increased importance of the qualification system, 
coordinated cooperation at the ministerial level is urgently needed. Currently, 
conflicts still exist among ministries regarding policy, and there is an overall 
lack of coordinative execution among ministries. The purpose of this study is: 
① to determine the status of cooperation and conflict related to qualification 
policy at the ministerial level, ② to ascertain the level of involvement and 
cooperation of each related ministry for policy implementation, and ③ to 
understand how to cooperate in order to share the vision and achieve goals 
of the Korean qualification policy at the national ministerial(departmental) 
level. This study uses various research methodologies. The methodology of 
this study is as follows: First method is to identify conflict and cooperation 
among the ministries through research reports, white paper, and other 
governmental sources. Second method is the in-depth survey, whereas the 
surveyed are the ministerial, high ranking officials in charge of the national 
qualification policy. The primary goals are to determine official’ awareness on 
qualification policy, the need for ministerial level cooperation, and their 
opinion on the governance structure of qualification policy. Third method is 
to research foreign reports and other governmental sources. It has been 
applied to introduce the status of ministerial level cooperation and the 
governance system regarding qualification policy in Germany, UK, Australia 
and France. Fourth method is to utilize focus group interviews, so as to 
foster cooperation among ministries. Final method is the seminar, which can 
be used to gather diverse comments on research results among practitioners 
and academics. This study examines methods for various ministries to 
cooperate, on the basis of not only the current status of existing cooperation 
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and conflict among ministries, but also the implications derived from case 
studies of advanced nations. The major results of this research are as follows:
Firstly, the reason for ministerial level cooperation is to achieve a common 
goal of qualification policies at the national level. Secondly, this study 
proposes several exemplary cooperative agendas, after analyzing several 
ministries for cooperative efforts, in order to achieve Korean qualification 
policy goals at the national ministerial level. Thirdly, the study examines the 
cooperative governance system in the area of qualification policy. There are 
two types of governance: lower level and higher level. In the former, the 
study proposes to build “Cooperative Network of Qualification Policy” among 
ministry’ practitioners. Meanwhile, in the latter, the study proposes to 
reorganize the existing Qualification Policy Council, where the vice ministers 
are involved as members and the Minister of Education serves as Chairman. 
In the final analysis, the study suggests that the ‘Qualification Policy Council’ 
should be replaced by the ‘Qualification Policy Committee,’ in which the 
Prime Minister should be Chairman. The reason being, that the PM, rather 
than the Minister of Education, is more of an appropriate titular head for 
inter-ministerial coordination and control with respect to qualification policy.
